‘CUET to be conducted in 3 shifts’

Plans for CUET’s merger with crucial entrance exams like JEE and
NEET will be announced at least two years in advance: UGC chief

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Com-
mon University Entrance Test
(CUET)-UG will be conducted
in three shifts in a day this year
instead of two and plans for its
merger with crucial entrance
exams like JEE and NEET will
be announced at least two years
in advance, according to UGC
chairman M Jagadesh Kumar.

Inan interview, Kumar said
the University Grants Commis-
sion (UGC) and the National
Testing Agency (NTA) are pre-
pared to ensure that the sec-
ond edition of CUET-UG is
glitch-free.

“With respect to experience
of students last year, I do agree
that at few centres there were
glitches and this year we are
taking care of all issues related
to those kind of experiences
that the students went through.
‘We will make sure that this
time the students have to focus
only on exams and not on any
possible glitches and how are
we doing that. “We are doing
that by identifying the centres
well in advance and by look-
ing at the infrastructure that is
available including the comput-

UGC Chairman M Jagadesh Kumar

ers, bandwidth, technical per-
sonnel at the centres, so that the
second edition is glitch free” he
said. “T agree there were several
glitches during the exam last
time but this year all issues have
been ironed out. Keeping in
mind the experience of the stu-
dents, a plan has been chalked
out and we are ready to ensure
that the candidates just have to
worry about the exam and not
any glitches,” he said.

‘The second edition of the
exam, a common gateway for
undergraduate admissions in
central universities across the
country, is scheduled from May
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» Extra computers and extra centres have been arranged
as plan B so that in case there are any glitches, the
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21 to 31. Kumar said that extra
computers and extra centres
have been arranged as plan B
so that in case there are any
glitches, the candidates can be
shifted there and the exam for
a particular shift will not be
cancelled. “The schedule has
been decided in a manner that
the academic calendar can be
brought back on track from this
year, he said.

The UGC chief also
announced that in a devia-
tion from the usual pattern,
the exam will be conducted in

be made at least two years in
advance so the students can
prepare accordingly”

“NEP 2020 has clearly said
the burden should be reduced
on student by having single
national level entrance exami-
nation. We floated the idea to
mentally prepare students that
NEP has proposed such a thing
and there is a possibility in the
coming years. We are work-
ing internally, how to take this
forward. Several stakeholders
including the Health Ministry

lted”

to cancel the exam at multiple
centres. While several students
were informed about cancella-
tion a night before the exam,
many of them were turned
away from centres.

The UGC chairman had
then said the exam at certain
centres have been cancelled fol-
lowing reports of “sabotage”.

With 14.9 lakh registra-
tions, the CUET, the common
gateway for undergraduate
admissions in all central uni-
versities, became the sec-
ond biggest entrance exam in
the country, surpassing JEE-
Main’s average registration of
nine lakh. “We have already
received over 11.5 lakh regis-
trations this year. The deadline
has been extended till March
30 and we are expecting the

three shifts from this year.
Asked about the proposal to
merge CUET with engineering
entrance exam JEE and medi-
cal entrance exam NEET, he
said, “It is definitely doable.
‘The details are being worked
out but whenever the merger
happens, announcement will

are being 3

The UGC had in March last
year announced that under-
graduate admissions will be
conducted in all central uni-
versities through a common
entrance test and not on the
basis of class 12 marks.

‘The debut edition of the
CUET-UG was conducted in

to cross last year’s
number,” Kumar said.

Asked about “normalisa-

tion” of scores which left sev
eral aspirants disappointed as
they found their marks reduced
from their original scores, I
said efforts have been mad-
‘minimise any errors duri-

cess. &
o =
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UGC to conduct CUET
in three shifts this year

Prepared to ensure second
edition of examination
glitch-free, says its chairman

NEW DELHI

The Common University
Entrance Test (CUET)-UG
will be conducted in three
shifts this year instead of
two and plans for its merger
with crucial entrance exams
like JEE and NEET will be
announced at least two
years in advance, according
to UGC chairman M Ja-
gadesh Kumar. He said the
University Grants Commis-
sion (UGC) and the National
Testing Agency (NTA) are
prepared to ensure that the
second edition of CUET-UG
is glitch free. “I agree there
were several glitches during
the exam last time but this
year all issues have been
ironed out. Keeping in mind
the experience of the stu-
dents, a plan has been
chalked out and we are
ready to ensure that the can-
didates just have to worry
about the exam and not any
glitches,” he said.

“Extra computers and

extra centres have been
arranged as plan B so that in
case there are any glitches,
the candidates can be shifted
there and the exam for a par-
ticular shift will not be can-
celled,” he added. Kumar
said that in a deviation from
the usual pattern, the exam
will be conducted in three
shifts from this year.

Asked about the proposal
to merge CUET with engi-
neering entrance exam JEE
and medical entrance exam
NEET, Kumar said, “It is def-
initely doable. The details
are being worked out but
whenever the merger hap-
pens, announcement will be
made at least two years in
advance so the students can
prepare accordingly.”

The UGC had in March
last year announced that un-
dergraduate admissions will
be conducted in all central
universities through a com-
mon entrance test and not
on the basis of class 12
marks. The debut edition of

the CUET-UG was con-
ducted in July last year and
was marred by glitches,
prompting the NTA to can-
cel the exam at multiple cen-
tres. While several students
were informed about can-
cellation a night before the
exam, many of them were
turned away from centres.
The UGC chairman had
then said the exam at certain
centres have been cancelled
following reports of “sabo-
tage”. With 14.9 lakh regis-
trations, the CUET, the com-
mon gateway for
undergraduate admissions
inall central universities, be-
came the second biggest en-
trance exam in the country,
surpassing JEE-Main’s aver-
age registration of nine lakh.
“We have already received
over 115 lakh registrations
this year. The deadline has
been extended till March 30
and we are expecting the ap-
plications to cross last year's
number,” Kumar said.
Asked about “normalisa-
tion” of scores which left
several aspirants disap-
pointed as they found their
marks reduced from their
original scores, he said ef-
forts have been made to
minimise any errors.en
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